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'drawn up a long minute in which all his argu-
ments were arrayed; he took care to add that
his criticism was directed against a system and
not against any individual.
The Military Member, Sir Edmund Elles, had
also prepared a minute in defence of his own
Department He too disclaimed any personal
feeling, but rather spoilt this by saying that
the trouble arose, not from the system, but
from the way in which it was carried out. He
took his stand on the argument that by law
every act done by the Military Member is an
act of the Governor-General in Council. In
taking up this line of defence he was really sup-
porting Kitchener's own argument that the
army was under dual control.
These two minutes had been circulated in
the usual way to all Members before the meet-
ing, and Curzon had added a long minute of
his own. With real eloquence it held up
Eatchener as a recognized master of the science
of military government as well as of the art of
war; during his two years of office he had
carried out many valuable reforms, and on
every occasion and in every way he had been
supported by the Viceroy and Council. But
now Kitchener was proposing " to subvert the
Military Authority of the Government of India
as a whole, and to substitute for it a military
autocracy in the person of the C.-in-C." . . .
" with great reluctance but without hesitation
I am compelled to advise against the accept-
ance of the C.-in-C/s proposal."
Everybody expected that Kitchener would
make a speech on the subject which he had so